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Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee Recommendation

The Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee has formally resolved to recommend to the Regional
Stakeholder Group [RSG) of the Balanced Seas Project that:

“The region identified as Kingmere Reef (in figure 1.) should be designated as a Marine
Conservation Zone for the protection of spawning black bream (Spondyliosoma cantharus)”

Purpose of recommendation

The purpose of this recommendation is to seek to secure the sustainable development of an
important recreational and commercial black bream fishery by protecting a sensitive spawning
site.

By recommending the designation of the Kingmere Reef region as an MCZ the Committee
recognises the need to avoid duplication between its management processes and that of the
Balanced Seas project and importantly to make good use of resources to ensure effective
engagement with stakeholders.

Justification

The Committee believes that the black bream spawning aggregations found in the vicinity of the
Kingmere Reef network (EMU, 1999, 2007a, 2007b, 2008, 2009) constitutes a Feature Of
Conservation Importance (FOCI) (Ashworth et. o, 2010) for the purpose of the Marine
Conservation Zone (MCZ) planning process.

The Committee considers that the unusual spawning behaviour of black bream (Lythgoe and
Lythgoe, 1971, Pawson, 1995, James ef. al., 2010 and Clark & Vause, 2009) means that a spatial
management technique (closing an area) is likely to positively contribute to the sustainable
development of this fishery by protecting a proportion of the stock. The area recommended for
designation is also designed to allow access to the fishery but ensures a proportion remains free
from disturbance,

As there are currently no analytical scientific assessments conducted by ICES or Cefas on the
status of the black bream stock in the Channel it is not possible to evaluate if the fishery is
sustainable (Armstrong et. al. pers. comm. 2010). The Committee believes that the protection of
sensitive spawning areas is therefore consistent with a precautionary approach.

Further information supporting the recommendation is included in appendices to this report.

Management

The Committee recognises that if the site is designated as a MCZ then the management of the site
will defer to the Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) and the Marine
Management Organisation.

The Committee considers that the IFCA should close the designated area to all fishing gears
during the nesting period of the bream

Historically this has been the end of April to end of June. The Committee however advocate
flexibility in the timing of this closure to adapt to potential fluctuations in site utilisation due to
climatic / oceanographic variables and or change.



The Committee recommends the closure of the area permanently to all mobile fishing gears to
protect the integrity of the reef network which appears linked to the fish spawning aggregation
in the area.

The region that the Committee recommends is bounded west by the entrance to Littlehampton
Harbour and east by Worthing Pier and extends between 3 and 5nm. offshore from territorial
baselines. This region is recommended as it encompasses the major bream nesting sites and it is
an identifiable sea region which should aid compliance.

The Committee only advocates the designation of the area defined in figure 1, but recognise that
a rectangular polygon bounded by the corners of the area may be a suitable alternative, capable
of achieving the same objectives.

FIGURE 1.0 Kingmere Reef Region.
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Total Area proposed as an MCZ: 13.5 square nautical miles (sg. nm.)

Coordinates (Approx. Corners): NE 50° 44. 70N 000° 22.00W
' SE 50° 42. 70N 000° 22.00W

NW  50°44.40N 000° 32.45W

SW 50742, 40N 000°32.45W

Estimated Substrate area Sand 0.65 sg.nm.
Reef 0.50 sg.nm.
Gravel 12.35 sg.nm.



Monitoring

The information provided by the aggregate industry (EMU, 1999, 20073, 2007b, 2008, 2009)
describes the nesting densities of black bream. If MCZ designation occurs the Committee
recommends that monitoring of the site should continue to ensure that not only are the
objectives of designation being met but the effectiveness of the designation can be
communicated to stakeholders.

Appendices
Appendix 1 Interpretation of habitats in Kingmere Reef area
Appendix 2 Site description of Kingmere Rocks (from Irving, 1999)

Appendix 3 Features of interest — Black Bream (from James et. al, 2010)
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